
Eaton County Substance Abuse
Advisory Group

October 9, 2007
10:00 Ð Noon

Eaton Intermediate School District
Meeting Minutes

Present:

Cherie Anderson, Grand Ledge Police Department/Grand Ledge High School
Dawn Anderson, Grand Ledge High School
Anne Barna, Barry Eaton Co. Health Dept.
Mike Blanksma, Eaton Substance Abuse Program/Health Department
Brody Boucher, Michigan State Police/ECSAAG Alcohol Compliance Facilitator
Polly Brainerd, Eaton ISD
Dur Efaw, Barry-Eaton District Health Department
Amy Etzel, Eaton County Family Court
Gail Duncan, Eaton County United Way
Bill Kennedy, Eaton County Court
Sara Lurie, Eaton ISD
Ellen Rinck, City of Grand Ledge Title V Office
Heather Sanders, Barry-Eaton District Health Department
Ronda Rucker, Early Childhood Connections
Jeanne Wright, Eaton County Commissioner

Chair-Elect Jeanne Wright called the meeting to order at 10:08 a.m. Those present introduced
themselves.

Agenda and Minutes

The agenda and minutes were reviewed. Cherie Anderson made a motion to accept the agenda
and minutes as written. Anne Barna seconded the motion. Motion Carried .

Old Business

ECSAAG Community Forum
Those present at the September 25th Community Forum discussed their impressions. Generally
all thought the discussion and interaction between prevention and treatment providers was very
interesting and engaging. It was also mentioned that the participation on the panel of Mike from
Ala-Non-added much to the discussion of continuum of services in the county.

Healthy MI Fund
Wendy Sellers, EISD School Health Coordinator updated us on the current status of the Healthy
Michigan fund in the state budget process. She explained that 28 million dollars were allocated
for prevention programming as part of the Tobacco Settlement money-this became the Healthy
Michigan Fund and it supports numerous health related prevention programming activities
including tobacco prevention, comprehensive school health education.  Eaton County stands to
lose funds that currently support training teachers in Michigan Model curriculum and tobacco



funding that we previously received for environmental prevention efforts. In addition, the Healthy
Michigan funds provide state matching dollars that bring in millions of additional dollars in federal
match funds to our state. Currently, the Senate proposed budget completely eliminates the
Healthy Michigan Fund. The House version keeps it intact. It has now been sent to a conference
committee to work out the differences.  Wendy encouraged us to individually contact conference
committee members to advocate for our views. She will provide us with contact information.
Cherie Anderson made a motion that ECSAAG send a letter advising against cuts to the Healthy
Michigan fund. Ellen Rinck seconded the motion. Motion Carried.

2007-2008 Mid-South Implementation Plan
Sara reported that last week she received formal allocation of funding for the 2007-2008
Implementation Plan and can move forward to prepare subcontracts for City of Grand Ledge and
Barry-Eaton District Health Department. Overall, MSSAC invested in approximately $50,000 more
this year than in 06-07.

Frontline Worker Training on November 14, 2007
Polly shared the agenda for the November 14th Frontline Worker Training that ECSAAG is
coordinating.  It is called A Frank Discussion on What Drugs Eaton Youth are Using. The
Frontline Worker Committee will be sending out promotional and registration information.

Capacity Building Fund Award
Sara reported that all $3,000 in capacity building funds was expended as planned. Funds were
used to provide scholarships for the 8th Annual Michigan Substance Abuse Conference in Grand
Rapids, September 9-10th for Chair Jeanne Wright, City of Grand Ledge Prevention Coordinator,
Ellen Rinck, Dur Efaw, Anne Barna, and Heather Sanders from Barry-Eaton District Health
Department, Staff expenses for the August CADCA training in Detroit and supplies for the
September 25th ECSAAG Community Forum.

Conference Sharing
Jeanne Wright, Anne Barna, Dur Efaw, Heather Sanders and Ellen Rinck each shared what they
gained from attending the Substance Abuse Conference and how this experience enhances their
participation in ECSAAG and can be applied to their jobs.

New Business

Alcohol Compliance Report and Next Steps
Brody Boucher is our Drug Free Community Grant funded, ECSAAG Alcohol Compliance
Facilitator who coordinated the checks with each local law enforcement agency.  He reported that
funds were used to support a multi-jurisdictional approach with 8 local law enforcement agencies
to conduct 116 compliance checks in Eaton County. Private clubs (14 total) were not included. 15
sales out of 116 checks resulted in a 13% sales rate for our county baseline.  Most concerning
was that out of 15 sales-eleven of them asked for I.D., were presented with a vertical I.D. and still
sold. 8 were on-premise licenses and 7 were off-premise licenses.  Everyone was cited with a
civil infraction of a $100 fine (this is less because it was a decoy operation).  The outcome of the
infraction does not impact the regulatory consequences through the Michigan Liquor Control
Commission. Brody highlighted the positives that included most vendors did not sell to the
decoys, the decoys were well trained and did well, Law Enforcement agencies worked very well
together, Liquor Control Commission was notified of results, and Local Law Enforcement
agencies now know places in their areas to keep monitoring. Nancy Bernthal reported that they
will sharing results at the November Eaton County Police ChiefÕs meeting and will develop a
recommended follow-up plan.

Nomination of Chair-Elect
Jeanne Wright has now taken on role of Chair and we will need a Chair-Elect. Discussion on how
to proceed in identifying a nominee occurred.  It was determined that Nancy Bernthal will send
out a list of our current-voting members. Members will review the list and send their
recommendations to Nancy.

Evaluation of Coalition



Data Committee is participating in a conference call with the Drug Free Community Grant Project
Manager to discuss coalition evaluation ideas.

MDCH Tobacco Community Assessment
Tobacco Committee has been working to complete a Community Assessment of Smoke Free Air
policy in Eaton County. As part of this assessment, Nancy handed out a survey and asked that
we all complete it and leave it on the table.

Updates and Announcements :

MSSAC Updates
Sara reported that Mid-South facilitated a regional strategic planning group. This resulted in an
updated strategic plan that meets the requirements for requesting phase 2 SPF-SIG funds from
the state. The plan was submitted along with the Regional Needs Assessment.

Eaton Cessation Partners Update
In preparation for Great American Smokeout on November 15, 2007, there is a Quit Tobacco
Workshop scheduled for November 8th 4-6pm at Eaton ISD. Heather Sanders from Barry-Eaton
Health Department will be one of the facilitators. She indicated that both adults and youth would
be welcome to attend this session. Participants can register at www.eaton.k12.mi.us/training
A flier was also included in packets and should be posted at your agencies.

Meeting was adjourned to committees at 11:40 a.m.

Next meeting is Tuesday, November 13 th 10 a.m.-Noon at Eaton Intermediate School
District.


